APPENDIX B4

Suggested Blocks for Routine Autopsies
TISSUE
NUMBER OF BLOCKS
Tongue
1

Esophagus (gastroesophageal junction)
1

Stomach—Body
1

Small bowel—Jejunum
1


Terminal ileum
1

Colon
1

Liver (right and left lobe)
1

Gallbladder (fundus; cystic duct)
1

Pancreas
1

Thymus (thymic fat pad)
1

Kidneys—right and left
2

Urinary bladder
1

Adrenal (right and left)
2

Pituitary
1

Thyroid (right and left lobe together)
1

Parathyroids (all four together)
1

Prostate
1

Testis (both) (hilum with epididymis seminal vesicles)
2

Ovary (both)
2

Cervix
1

Uterine body (endometrium and myometrium)
1

Breast (right and left)
2

Spleen
1

Lymph nodes—Axillary, cervical, inguinal, tracheobronchial, 

para-ammmmmmmmmortic, mesenteric 

(3 nodes in each of 2 blocks). 


B5 fixed if necessary.  Specify sites.
2

Suggested Blocks for Routine Autopsies
TISSUE
NUMBER OF BLOCKS
Bone and bone marrow—Vertebra
1

Bone blocks for bone marrow examination should be

trimmed of cortical bone and have the bone dust removed.

Aorta

1

Eyes—examined by NEI Pathology Branch (496-9338)

Heart—Take 1 section of lateral LV with LA and L. circumflex 


coronary artery; 1 section of RV and RA.

Skeletal muscle—Ilio-psoas


(cross section and longitudinal section)
1

Peripheral nerve—(cross section and longitudinal section)
1

Skin (abdominal wall or other)
1

All abnormal gross findings should be sampled for microscopic evaluation.  If the lesions are focal within an organ, representative sections of uninvolved tissue should also be obtained.  This is particularly important for the liver and kidneys.

Brain—Tissue Blocks

ROUTINE

NUMBER OF BLOCKS
Neocortex


—frontal (ACA-MCA border zone)
1


—parietal (at level of hippocampus; ACA-MCA border zone)
1


—occipital (calcarine—line of Gennari)
1


—temporal
1

Hippocampus (at level of LGN)
1

Mammillary body/thalamus
1

Basal ganglia (at level of mammillary body)
1

Brainstem


—midbrain (with substantia nigra)
1


—pons (at level of trigeminal root to include locus ceruleus)
1


—medulla (at level of inferior olive)
1

Cerebellum (to include dentate)
1

Spinal cord (3 levels and cauda equina)
2

COMMONLY NEEDED SPECIAL/ADDITIONAL BLOCKS
Basal nucleus of Meynert (dementia)—In region ventral to anterior commissure.  Best found by bisecting commissure in coronal plane (separate hemispheres in midsagittal plane first).

Amygdala (dementia)

Choroid plexus of lateral ventricle (any pt. with abnormal CSF)

Uncus (uncal herniation)

Tonsils (tonsillar herniation)—cut brainstem and cerebellum together in horizontal plane; take section horizontally to illustrate relationship of tonsils to medulla.

Dura/superior sagittal sinus (if grossly abnormal or clinically important).

Conus medullaris (intraoperative radiation for cancer of pancreas).

Peripheral nerve and muscle—bilateral sampling of brachial and lumbosacral plexi and related muscle groups in cases of peripheral-type weakness, Guillain-Barre-like illnesses, etc.

