APPENDIX A9

Surgical Case Review Committee Referrals

Criteria for Selection of Cases for Surgical Case Review Committee 

0.
No referral to Surgical Case Review Committee is indicated.

1.
Removal of normal tissue.  Excluded from this category is tissue obtained during biopsy or staging procedures.  Also excluded is normal tissue removed incidental to surgical procedure (Ex: incidental appendectomy) or expected removal of normal tissue (Ex: saphenous vein as part of bypass procedure).

2.
Major discrepancy between preoperative diagnosis and postoperative clinical and/or pathologic diagnosis.

3.
No preoperative diagnosis provided.

4.
Inadequate or incorrect clinical history provided.

5.
Frozen section diagnosis that is significantly different from permanent section diagnosis.

6.
Case in which original pathologic diagnosis is reversed at some time in the future.

7.
Unusual or prolonged delay in completion of surgical pathology report.  Any case in which the final report is issued more than 2 months after submission will automatically be considered delinquent.  However, a case also may be referred for review for unnecessary delay prior to this time limit at the discretion of the medical staff.

8.
Operation performed at Clinical Center because of a tissue diagnosis made at another hospital, without prior review of pertinent pathologic material by an NIH pathologist.

9.
Removal of a portion of or entire pathologic specimen without prior approval of consultant pathologist from pertinent Pathology Group, i.e., Surgical Pathology, Neuropathology, Cardiac Pathology, or alteration of pathologic specimen such that adequate pathologic examination of the specimen is hampered.

10.
Inappropriate use of frozen section consultation.

11.
Inadequate tissue obtained for diagnosis and/or culture.

