
APPENDIX B6

Autopsy—Suggested Flow Chart

WORKING DAY
DAY 1
(1)
Confirm administrative approval, consent forms.  Evaluate restrictions of consent and Report of Death for notification of high-risk cases.


(2)
Review medical record and use the problem sheet to summarize the clinicopathological questions to be solved.


(3)
Present the case history to the staff member on service, prior to initiation of the autopsy.


(4)
Contact clinician.


(5)
Log autopsy into SoftPath and general accession book

(6)
Confirm cadaver identification.


(7)
Complete external exam.  Be certain to make a note of jewelry.  If easily removed, place in labeled envelope to be hand-carried by the autopsy assistant to the Clinical Center Admissions Office.


(8)
For unrestricted cases, give autopsy assistants permission to remove eyes.  (This may be done during the time of chart review, in order to minimize autolysis.)


(9)
Perform autopsy with assistance of autopsy assistant(s).  For all unrestricted cases, remove brain and spinal cord.


(10)
Block case into save jars.


(11)
Prepare frozen sections, if indicated.


(12)
Go over findings with staff.


(13)
Complete death certificate.


(14)
Write up tentative PAD and cause of death.


(15)
Work up or dictate clinical summary and gross findings.

DAY 2
(1)
Dictate PAD or type directly into SoftPath.


(2)
Complete blocking the case, allow sections to fix overnight.


(3)
Sign PAD and obtain staff signature.  (Staff person should be notified that PAD awaits signature.)


(4)
Secretary takes PAD to Medical Records Department.

DAY 3
(1)
Turn in tissue cassettes for body to Histology Lab


(2)
Complete preparation of Gross Examination, Code of Sections and Clinical Summary and enter into SoftPath (dictation is optional).
DAY 4-6
Receive H&E slides back from Histology, schedule with attending to review sections within next 5 working days.
DAY 7-12
Review initial sections with attending, order special stains and immuno, cut additional sections from saved organs as needed. Begin writing microscopic description and CPC.
DAY 10-15
Brain Cutting and Blocking, turn cassettes into Histology.

Receive special stains and immuno slides, review with attending
DAY 16-20
Review microscopic slides of brain with neuropathologist, write microscopic description of brain slides
DAY 21-30
(1)
Complete first draft of complete FAD report and turn into attending.

(2)
Be prepared to present findings at gross conference

(3)
Sign final copy of FAD, give to attending for signature and turn in to secretary.

