
C. Principal Investigator 
 

1. Definition  
 

A Principal Investigator (PI) is a person who is directly responsible for a 
specific project under an approved radiation program issued in writing by the 
NCI-Frederick RSC. The PI has complete authority over all radiation workers 
(individuals authorized to work with sources of ionizing radiation) in his/her 
program, regardless of company affiliation or supervisory status. 

 
2. Responsibilities 

 
a. The PI is personally responsible for the use of ionizing radiation 

sources possessed under the authority of his/her radiation program. 
 
b. The PI must ensure that all NCI-Frederick policies, procedures, and 

regulations are being met. This responsibility includes supervision 
and training of radiation workers, maintenance of required records, 
and performance of all required tests. 

 
c. The PI must provide the RSO with all the information and data 

requested by the RSO or the RSC. 
 

d. The PI must ensure that all radiation workers involved with 
radioactive materials and/or sources of ionizing radiation under the 
PI’s radiation program are using the materials/sources safely and 
are kept informed of new techniques, procedures, and sources. 

 
e. Radiation programs are considered “living programs.” Prior to 

making changes to an approved NCI-Frederick radiation program, 
the responsible PI must first request (in writing) an amendment to 
the program. Changes to authorized use areas or radioactive 
materials being manipulated are examples of the types of changes 
that require prior approval. 

 
f. The PI may request RSO approval for the appointment of a 

Radiation Area Supervisor (RAS) to assist the PI in performing the 
above-mentioned responsibilities. 
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