
F. Radioisotope Storage and Security 
 

THE RULE: All radioactive material and ionizing radiation sources 
must be kept secured from unauthorized removal or 
under constant surveillance at all times! 

 
 
1. Unless under direct and immediate observation, storage units 

containing radioactive materials shall REMAIN LOCKED during 
working hours. This applies to refrigerators/freezers, cabinets, or lock 
boxes containing stock isotopes, as well as to waste containers. 
Otherwise, the room or area must be secured. 

 
 2. All waste receptacles and storage units (e.g., freezers) containing 

radioisotopes or other sources of ionizing radiation that cannot be 
secured shall be located in areas where access can be controlled 
(e.g., laboratory rooms, equipment rooms, anterooms). 

 
  3. Untended laboratory rooms containing unsecured radioactive 

material or other sources of ionizing radiation must be locked, even 
during daytime hours.  

 
4. Corridors are not secured areas.  Therefore, using and storing 

radioactive materials or other sources of ionizing radiation in these 
areas is prohibited. 

 
5. Persons unknown to the occupants of an area where radioactive 

materials or other sources of ionizing radiation are used or stored 
should not be permitted into the area without proper identification and 
a legitimate reason for entry.  

 
6. All radioactive materials must be secured from unauthorized removal 

before leaving the area at the end of the day. 
 

7. The above regulations shall be enforced at the laboratory and/or 
program level, regardless of the security status of the building.  

 
Violations of radioactive material security policies may result in 
suspension of radioactive material use privileges for the entire radiation 
program. 
 


