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NCI-FREDERICK

 INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Meeting December 16, 2003

NCI-Frederick

The NCI-Frederick Institutional Biosafety Committee was convened at 12:02 p.m. in the Building 549 Executive Boardroom with the following members in attendance:

                   Dr. Randall Morin, Chair 

       Dr. Stephen Creekmore


           Mr. Joseph Kozlovac, Secretary
       Dr. Henry Hearn

Dr. Bruce Crise


       Dr. Michael Baseler     

       


        Dr. Steve Hughes


       Dr. Donald Court

        Dr. Jeanne Herring       

       Ms. Carol Ingraham Tobias
        Dr. Melinda Hollingshead

       Mr. Lucien Winegar, Esq.

Members not in attendance: Dr. David Garfinkel, Ms. Cheryl Parrott (Ex Officio)





Others in attendance:  Ms. Cara Lamberson, Mr. Tom Danver, Dr. Jinhua Lu, Dr. Steve Giardina, Dr. Andy Hurwitz, Dr. Dexter Poon

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Morin called the meeting to order.  

ACCIDENT REVIEW

Dr. Steve Giardina briefed the IBC on the investigation conducted by BDP into the centrifuge accident that was reported to the committee at the November meeting.   Dr. Giardina informed the committee that the BDP, in conjunction with EHS, will develop a training curriculum for individuals utilizing laboratory equipment such as centrifuges, autoclaves, etc.  Dr. Giardina also informed the committee that BDP would establish a Safety Committee composed of both supervisory and staff level employees.  Mr. Kozlovac has also been invited to serve as a member of this committee that will meet quarterly to discuss training and risk assessment issues for new and on-going projects.  Dr. Crise asked about the planning of projects and if “dry runs” would be scheduled when new processes or new equipment in conjunction with infectious material were utilized.  Dr. Morin expressed a concern regarding the volume of work that BDP conducted in its existing facilities many of which are marginally adequate for the planned work.  Dr. Creekmore explained to the committee how the Biological Resource Branch (BRB) intensively reviews space planning and project management for all BDP projects. 

REVIEW OF PROTOCOLS
Dr. Hollingshead introduced a recombinant DNA registration entitled, Modulating T cell activation in the anti-tumor and autoimmune responses submitted by Dr. Andy Hurwitz.  Dr. Hollingshead reviewed the particulars of the proposal and informed the committee that one of the issues of concern would be endogenous recombination in the mouse. Dr. Crise asked about the origins of the expression system that is proposed for this work.  Dr. Hurwitz informed the committee that he had obtained the expression system from a colleague.  Dr. Crise and Dr. Hughes wanted to know the nature of the HIV envelope inactivation (Deletion or Frame Shift).  If the envelope inactivation is a result of deletion the IBC would like to know how large the deletion is.  Sequencing of this part of the construct would indicate how disabled the viral vector is. (After the meeting Dr. Hurwitz informed Ms. Lamberson via email that the viral vector is a deletion mutant in both HIV vpr and env).

Approval will be granted once the IBC has received and reviewed additional information on the viral vector submitted by the PI.

Dr. Baseler introduced a renewal recombinant DNA registration with significant amendments entitled, Regulation of the Cell Cycle by cyclin-dependant kinases submitted by Dr. Philipp Kaldis.  Many of the IBC members were concerned due to the lack of clarity in the submission.  An example of this is that adenoviral vectors are added into the later part of the registration document but are not mentioned initially, no indication on whether these vectors would be replication competent or not was provided.  The registration indicates that no amphotropic retroviral vectors will be utilized and later states that amphotropic vectors may be utilized in certain circumstances.  IBC members believed that some fundamental issues in vectorology were missing from this particular submission.   Not enough detailed information on inserts was provided but rather broad categories such as viral oncogenes, tumor suppressor genes, etc.  Dr. Crise suggested that the PI renew his existing registration and submit a new more detailed registration for the new vectors.  Dr. Hughes suggested that the IBC should develop a guidance page on viral vectors that addresses some of the relevant IBC issues of concern for researchers to utilize as a resource that could be placed on the IBC webpage.  

Tabled.  IBC Secretary will contact PI to have him resubmit renewal registration and submit new registrations to address other viral vector expression.  Biosafety officer and various IBC members develop a guidance page on viral vectors.

Dr. Creekmore introduced a pathogen registration entitled, Transformation of RWPE-1 Prostate cell line with PhIP.  The IBC would like the PI to further describe the use of carcinogen, how this material will be utilized in the laboratory.  The IBC noted that animal work seemed to be an integral part of this series of experiments however no ASP was indicated.  Discussion ensued.

Tabled.  PI will need to contact ACUC in order to conduct research with animals.  PI shall provide more detailed information regarding carcinogen use.

OTHER BUSINESS

Dr. Morin updated the committee on the 470 demolition, which is essentially complete and the new NIAID BSL-4 facility.

Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee of a minor modification to Dr. Oppenheim’s recombinant DNA registration IBC 02-05 to include work with hu and mu EDN (eosinophil derived neurotoxin) and expression vectors containing green fluorescent protein for incorporation into the minutes.

Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee of an amendment to Dr. Ray Harris’s pathogen registration P230902JLA01 for incorporation into the minutes. This amendment requested a change in location for production of the chimeric

rhino/poliovirus plasmid.  The new location is bldg 472, rm 201 for

production (fermentation) and rm 203 and 204 for other support functions

(centrifugation).  The amendment request was reviewed and approved by the BSO, IBC Chair and Dr. Crise (original lead reviewer).

Meeting Adjourned:  1:30 pm
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