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Fire Safety During the Holiday Season 

 
 
With the approach of the holiday season, many of us look forward to decorating our 
workplace.  Here are some guidelines, based on NIH, Bethesda guidelines, to minimize 
fire hazards.  Many of these fire safety tips are appropriate for your home as well.   
 

 Christmas trees may be displayed the Monday after Thanksgiving through the 
Friday after New Years Day.   

 

 Only small artificial trees are permitted in laboratory areas.   
 

 The height of natural trees is limited to four feet.  Be sure that the tree base is 
submerged in water at all times.   

 

 Display trees and decorations away from room exits in a manner that does not 
obstruct entering or leaving the room.  Trees are not permitted in corridors or 
stairwells.   

 

 All artificial trees and decorations must be made of flame retardant or non-
combustible materials.  Non-combustible decorations are safer and are preferred.   

 

 Open flame candles (including menorahs with candles) are not permitted.   
 

 Because of the risk of electrical shock, lights are not to be used on aluminum trees.   
 
The NCI-Frederick Environment, Health, and Safety Program wishes everyone happy 
holidays and a fire-safe New Year.   
 
If you have any questions concerning holiday fire safety issues in the workplace, or in the 
home, please contact EHS at 301-846-1451.   
 


