WHAT TYPE OF TUBING DO YOU USE WITH YOUR BUNSEN BURNER?
The Environment, Health, and Safety Program (EHS) conduct odor complaint investigations at NCI-Frederick.  EHS has been noticing that many of the recent odors stem from laboratory employees utilizing the wrong type of tubing on their Bunsen burners.  If the tubing has deteriorated or the wrong type of tubing is used, an odor, resembling sulfur or sewer gas, can be emitted from the tubing.

In an effort to try and reduce these odors from occurring, EHS highly recommends that pure gum-rubber tubing be utilized with all Bunsen burners at NCI-Frederick.

Personnel utilizing the Bunsen burner tubing should conduct a visual inspection periodically to look for brittleness, cracks, or any other wear and tear.  If the tubing is worn, it should be replaced (preferably with the pure gum-rubber tubing).

If you are ever unsure about the condition of a particular piece of tubing, please contact EHS at x1451.  EHS would like all laboratory personnel to become aware of this issue, so please pass the message along to other laboratory workers who do not have email. 

