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NCI-FREDERICK

 INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Meeting February 17, 2004

NCI-Frederick

The NCI-Frederick Institutional Biosafety Committee was convened at 12:04 p.m. in the Building 549 Executive Boardroom with the following members in attendance:

                   Dr. Randall Morin, Chair 

       Ms. Carol Ingraham Tobias

           Mr. Joseph Kozlovac, Secretary
       Dr. Henry Hearn

Dr. Bruce Crise


       Dr. David Garfinkel

       


        Ms. Cheryl Parrott (Ex Officio)        

       

Members not in attendance: Dr. Michael Baseler, Dr. Donald Court, Dr. Stephen Creekmore, Dr. Jeanne Herring, Dr. Melinda Hollingshead, Dr. Steve Hughes, Mr. Lucien Winegar, Esq.

Others in attendance:  Ms. Cara Lamberson, Mr. Tom Danver, and Dr. Eric Freed

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Morin called the meeting to order.  A quorum was not present.  Action items will not have final approval until the meeting minutes have been reviewed and approved by a majority of the absent members.

REVIEW OF PROTOCOLS
Mr. Kozlovac introduced a protocol entitled, HIV-1 Assembly and Release, submitted by Dr. Eric Freed.  Mr. Kozlovac reviewed the changes that Dr. Freed was incorporating into the SOP based on the EHS review of the registration.  Dr. Freed informed the committee that the edited SOP would be delivered to EHS by the close of business.  Dr. Morin asked Dr. Freed if his staff have worked with HIV previously.  Dr. Freed informed the committee that his lab had extensive experience working with HIV.  Ms. Tobias stated that she had reviewed the protocol and the list of involved employees to determine what surveillance programs they were on.  She has provided enrollment forms to Dr. Freed for each individual not currently enrolled in the bloodborne pathogen or retrovirus surveillance programs. Dr. Crise suggested that the NCI-Frederick Exposure Control Plan for bloodborne pathogens be referenced in Dr. Freed’s laboratory SOP to ensure that individuals know the appropriate emergency response measures to follow in the event of an occupational exposure to HIV.  Dr. Crise stated that if Dr. Freed’s laboratory intends to work with HTLV-I in the future he might want to add that agent to this registration.  Mr. Kozlovac said that if the work changed in the future Dr. Freed would have to amend his registration.  Dr. Crise suggested that prior to final approval of this protocol is granted the IBC Secretary should determine if Dr. Baseler, who was the IBC lead reviewer, had any comments that would need to be addressed.  Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee that EHS would contact Dr. Baseler regarding this protocol.  Dr. Hearn asked Dr. Freed if the cell lines he is using are infected with HIV.   Dr. Freed informed the committee that the cell lines are uninfected cell lines that his laboratory later infects with HIV.  Dr. Hearn asked if they received previously infected cell lines from outside sources.  Dr. Freed answered no and informed the committee that infected lines would be detected right away based on assays that his laboratory utilized.

Conditional Approval – EHS obtain IBC lead reviewer comments and approval. 

Mr. Kozlovac introduced a toxin registration entitled, T cell Activation in the Autoimmune Response, submitted by Dr. Andy Hurwitz.  Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee that the work involved injecting (IP) mice with 2ug/ml of pertusis toxin (PTx) in PBS with 1% calf serum.  PTx is used to aid inducement of experimental allergic encephalomyelitis (EAE) in more resistant strains of mice.  Mr. Kozlovac stated that he had reviewed Dr. Hurwitz’s SOP and had provided comments which Dr. Hurwitz had incorporated into the SOP submitted to the IBC.  Mr. Kozlovac stated that he was satisfied with the SOP on toxin use for this registration and that it addressed handling and toxin storage/security issues.  Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee that the animal facility manager had yet to sign off on the appropriate section and that approval could not be granted until signed.  Dr. Morin asked why the needles were loaded in the lab and then transported to the animal facility for use.  Mr. Kozlovac suggested that the reason was so the PI could have control over the reagents and ensure that the loading of the syringes was performed in a controlled, sterile environment.  Dr. Morin asked Mr. Kozlovac to look into the reason for loading the syringes in the lab and transporting them for use in the animal facility as opposed to loading the syringes in the animal facility. 

Approved - pending Animal Facility Manager signature on registration form.

OLD BUSINESS

Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee that Dr. Kaldis was going to work with Dr. Hughes on his submittal for his renewal registration that was initially reviewed at the December meeting and was tabled pending a request for more information from the PI.  Dr. Morin inquired if approval of the registration should be granted prior to the next IBC meeting.  Mr. Kozlovac stated that since the full committee had made recommendations on this protocol that the final submission should be reviewed and approved by the full committee at the next meeting. 

Dr. Hearn had a question regarding the last meetings minutes.  Dr. Hearn asked if the BDP centrifuge training provided by OHS was available to anyone.  Dr. Hearn expressed that it might be a good idea for other laboratory groups to partake in training programs like this.   Mr. Kozlovac agreed and informed the committee that EHS had many training programs and lectures available on the various lab safety issues however stated that typically training which did not have regulatory drivers were not very well attended or frequently requested from the various laboratory groups.  Dr. Garfinkel suggested sending letters to the Principal Investigators informing them of their responsibilities for training their staff and what training programs are available through EHS.  Dr. Morin suggested that EHS offer the training to the Principal Investigators and see if any interest arises to offer training programs on a more frequent basis.  Dr. Garfinkel suggested that the centrifuge spill and resultant training program be mentioned as an example of the types of training issues EHS could address for laboratory operations.

Mr. Kozlovac informed the committee that the IBC chair reported to OBA the centrifuge incident.  Mr. Kozlovac also informed the committee that the NCI-Frederick IBC had received a request from the Sunshine Project on January 30, 2004 requesting the minutes from the two most recent meetings.  The IBC Secretary has forwarded the requested minutes as required by Section IV-B-2-a-(7) of the NIH Guidelines on Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules.  
Meeting Adjourned:  12:45 pm
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