Corridor Clearance and Use Guidelines

Building occupants must have clear and unobstructed access to all the components of an exit, including exit doors, passageways, stairs, and ramps.

These guidelines address some clearance situations encountered at the NCI-Frederick.  Further guidance is available from the Environment, Health and Safety Program in Building 426 at X1451.

1. Fire alarm pull stations, fire extinguishers, sprinkler heads, and emergency shower / eye wash stations shall remain clear and unobstructed at all times.

2. Corridors in laboratory facilities must provide 44 inches of clear and unobstructed egress under normal operating conditions.  Office occupancies may allow a corridor clearance less than 44 inches.  Temporary exceptions require approval of the local Authority Having Jurisdiction and EHS.

3. No storage of any type is allowed in stairwells.

4. Storage in corridors is restricted to one side of the corridor.  The same side of the corridor should be used throughout a building.

5. No hazardous materials may be stored in corridors, including flammable and combustible liquids, hazardous chemicals, biological materials, radioactive materials, and compressed gas cylinders.

6. Do not store surplus property in corridors.  Contact the Property Accountability Office at X1156 for assistance.

7. All storage in corridors shall be contained within suitable cabinets of non-combustible construction – no plastic or wooden cabinets shall be used.  Full metal doors are preferred on storage cabinets to eliminate the risk of personal injury should someone fall against a glass door.

8.  Placement of cabinets must allow a minimum 30-inch wide access to electrical service panels and emergency alarm panels found on corridor walls.

9. During renovations and new construction, anticipate storage requirements and design accordingly.

Adapted from Chapter 1361, Corridor Utilization, NIH Policy Manual (http://www1.od.nih.gov/oma/manualchapters/management/1361/) and the Codes of the National Fire Prevention Association.
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