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NCI-FREDERICK

 INSTITUTIONAL BIOSAFETY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Meeting February 15, 2005

NCI-Frederick

The NCI-Frederick Institutional Biosafety Committee was convened at 12:10 p.m. in the Building 549 Executive Boardroom with the following members in attendance:


        Dr. Randall Morin, Chair

       Dr. David Garfinkel

Dr. Michael Baseler
      

       Ms. Carol Ingraham Tobias
Dr. Stephen Creekmore

       Dr. Stephen Hughes


        Dr. Melinda Hollingshead

       Dr. Henry Hearn


        Dr. Jeanne Herring


       Mr. Lucien Winegar, Esq

Ms. Theresa Duley

Members not in attendance:  Dr. Paul Nisson (ex-officio, non-voting member)





   Dr. Bruce Crise

Others in attendance:  Dr. Shizuko Sei, Dr. Charmaine Richman, Dr. Scott Keimig, Ms. Cara Leitch

INTRODUCTION

Dr. Morin called the meeting to order.  Dr. Morin introduced Ms. Theresa Duley, the new Biosafety Officer and Secretary for the IBC.  Dr. Morin also introduced Dr. Charmaine Richman, in attendance to provide guidance on any Intellectual Property issues that may arise while discussing proposal specifics.

NEW BUSINESS

PROTOCOL REVIEWS

Dr. Sei

1)
Dr. Hughes introduced a pathogen registration submitted by Dr. Shizuko Sei entitled Oncolytic reovirus-mediated CPE screen of tumor cell lines used in the DTP In Vitro Cell Line Screening Project.  Dr. Hughes stated that this biological agent reovirus serotype 3, is not readily transmissible through the air, it is not aggressively transmissible in rodents, and does not replicate in immunocompromised individuals.  Dr. Hughes recommended keeping immunocompromised individuals away from large doses, and to not admix with anything else.  Dr. Hughes also noted to keep this work completely separate from any work involving vaccinia.  

APPROVED 

2)
Dr. Hughes introduced a pathogen registration submitted by Dr. Shizuko Sei entitled Screening of NCI Tumor Cell Line Panel to Oncolytic Vaccinia Virus-Induced Cytopathic Effect.  Dr. Hughes stated that the IBC should know the immunized status of the individuals working in the lab, and those who do not wish to receive the vaccination should sign a waiver.  Dr. Sei verified that 3 of the 5 workers have received the vaccine and the other two declined.  Dr. Sei agreed that the two individuals who have not received the vaccination will not enter the lab while the vaccinia work is being conducted.  Dr. Morin stressed the importance of calling EHS immediately if there is a spill and only vaccinated individuals will be able to respond.  Dr. Hughes stated that the vaccinia work is not conducted around other retroviruses at the same time.  Dr. Sei noted that they have assigned a BSC solely for the use of vaccinia.  Dr. Hollingshead recommended posting a sign on the laboratory door when they are working with vaccinia.   Dr. Hughes would like the PI to submit a memo stating that EHS will be notified immediately if there is a spill, no unvaccinated individual will enter the lab while vaccinia work is conducted, and the work will be kept separate from other work in the lab at all times.  

APPROVED PENDING MODIFICATIONS - Dr. Sei to provide the IBC with a list of safety precautions as discussed above.

Dr. Weissman

1)
Dr. Baseler introduced a recombinant DNA registration submitted by Dr. 

Allan Weissman entitled Animal Models for the Ubiquitin System.  Dr. Baseler reviewed the comments from Bruce Crise’s email with the Committee.  Dr. Baseler stated that if the promotor trap is introduced into the ES cells with MLV, there is a chance that the cells may be infected with replication competent MLV.  Dr. Hughes asked if the PI mentioned the possibility of getting the vector back after the cells have been introduced with the promoter trap vector.  Dr. Baseler mentioned that the ES cells could be checked by LMT to determine if the MLV stocks are free of replication competent virus.  Dr. Hughes declared that the paperwork should be cleaned up and is concerned with what happens after the cells are injected with the promoter.  Dr. Morin inquired about the method of exposure to the animals.  Dr. Morin asked if the IBC would see an ASP in the future, and recommended that the IBC wait for the ASP to come in.  

APPROVAL PENDING -  Ms. Duley and Ms. Leitch to notify PI to provide additional information.  IBC waiting for ASP.

2)
Dr. Baseler introduced a recombinant DNA registration submitted by Dr. Allan Weissman entitled Ubiquitin Systems Study.  Dr. Hughes commented that the companies making the off-the-shelf vectors state that the vectors are safe, but the PI should verify that this is true.  Dr. Hughes would like confirmation that no mobilization is present and would like to have the staff sign off on a new protocol.  Dr. Herring mentioned that the animal work was not being conducted here at NCI-Frederick, and that the registration was lacking any animal information.  Dr. Hughes asked if any animal parts would be returned to NCI-Frederick for storage or further research purposes.  Dr. Hughes also inquired if extra precaution should be taken to encompass punching MLV through a mouse cell.

APPROVAL PENDING – Ms. Duley and Ms. Leitch to notify PI to provide additional information. 

Dr. St. Croix

1)
Dr. Creekmore introduced a recombinant DNA registration submitted by Dr. Brad St. Croix entitled Use of Retroviruses for Screening cDNA Expression Libraries.  Dr. Creekmore expressed concern that the PI classified his work as a BSL 1 when his lab is actually a BSL 2.  Ms. Leitch explained that according the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules (April 2002), the work is, in fact, classified as BSL 1, however Dr. St. Croix states in his registration that he will conduct the work at a BSL 2.  Dr. Baseler stated that #5 should be marked NA, since there is no animal work involved.  

APPROVED PENDING MODIFICATIONS– Ms. Duley and Ms. Leitch to address the above questions with the PI.
Dr. Howard Young

1) 
Dr. Herring introduced a recombinant DNA renewal submitted by Dr. Howard Young entitled Regulation of Gene Expression in Lymphoid Cells.  Dr. Herring explained that #3c should state what the higher animals are, since this has an associated animal study proposal.  Dr. Herring pointed out that #4b should be marked yes instead of no because there is a possibility of recombination with endogenous virus.  Dr. Herring asked if the answer for #8a is the description of the hazards involved with this study.  Dr. Hughes requested that the PI provide a better description of what murine retrovirus vectors are being used, if there is the potential for mobilization, and if this renewal should be submitted as a new registration with the changes involved.  Finally, are the hazards associated with this work adequately addressed with the information provided?  Dr. Hughes also inquired if the lab was already conducting the murine retrovirus work.

APPROVAL PENDING– Ms. Duley and Ms. Leitch to address the above questions with the PI.

OTHER BUSINESS

As a result of the discussions regarding vaccinations and associated hazards, the IBC will consider future implementation of a vaccination policy.  Carol Tobias has the action item to provide a draft at the March meeting for committee review.

The meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 
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