Number 22 in the series of monthly fire and life safety topics intended to raise awareness and promote a safe work environment for NCI-Frederick employees. .

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Portable Fire Extinguishers

Portable fire extinguishers can save lives and property by putting out a small fire or containing it until the local fire department arrives.  However, portable fire extinguishers have limitations.

Know when to go . . .

Because fire can spread rapidly, the number one priority for building occupants is to get out safely.  Therefore, take action to evacuate the building before attempting to fight a fire with an extinguisher.  Activate the fire alarm system at the nearest pull station, and verbally notify occupants in the area by shouting "FIRE!"  Then notify the Fort Detrick Fire & Emergency Services by dialing 911 from any Facility or cellular phone.

Fight or flight?

Once the fire alarm has been activated and the fire department has been notified, you may choose to fight the fire with a portable extinguisher.  Fire extinguishers are generally located close to an exit from the building or floor of a building.  This allows you access to a clear escape if the fire cannot be extinguished.  If a fire grows out of control or the room fills with smoke, leave immediately and close the door behind you!

Knowledge if the Key!

Read the instructions on the fire extinguisher and become familiar with its operation before a fire breaks out.  Also, be sure the extinguisher will be effective on the types of fires anticipated in the area.  With few exceptions, extinguishers located throughout the NCI-Frederick are dry chemical ABC-type and are effective on wood and paper fires, flammable liquid fires, and fires involving energized electrical equipment.

PASS?

To operate a fire extinguisher, remember the word PASS:

- Pull the pin.  Hold the extinguisher with the nozzle pointing away from you.  Twist the locking pin in the handle to break the plastic seal.  Remove the locking pin.

- Aim the hose nozzle at the base of the fire.

- Squeeze the lever at the top of the extinguisher.  Start about 8 feet back from the fire and move in closer if needed.

- Sweep the nozzle slowly from side-to-side, aiming at the base of the fire, until the fire is extinguished.

More to come . . .

          EHS, in coordination with the Fort Detrick Fire & Emergency Services, will be conducting training in the use of portable fire extinguishers next month.  See the previous E-mail announcements with dates and times. Otherwise, if you have any questions, please contact EHS at X1451.

