Number 26 in the series of monthly fire and life safety topics.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Many at the NCI-Frederick will encounter gasoline several times a week, whether refueling a Government vehicle, transferring fuel from a portable container to gasoline-powered outdoor equipment, or refueling your personal vehicle on your way home from work.  Gasoline is a hazardous material, and, although used frequently without incident, requires careful attention when handling to avoid serious injury.

Gasoline Safety Tips:

· Don’t smoke, light matches or use lighters while handling gasoline.

· Turn off your vehicle's engine when refueling. Use only the refueling latch on the gasoline dispenser nozzle, if there is one.  Do not jam the latch with an object to hold it open.  To avoid spills, do not top off or overfill your vehicle.  After pumping gasoline, leave the nozzle in the tank opening for a few seconds to avoid drips when you remove it.  If a fire starts while you're refueling, don't remove the nozzle from the vehicle or try to stop the flow of gasoline. Leave the area immediately and call for help.

· Pay attention to what you're doing. Pumping gas is the transfer of a hazardous substance; don't engage in other activities.  If you must use any electronic device such as cell phones, computers or portable radios while refueling, follow their manufacturer's instructions.

· Don't get in and out of your vehicle while refueling, especially during the colder, dryer winter months.  A static electric charge can develop on your body as you slide across the seat.  Then, when you reach for the pump, a spark can ignite gasoline vapor.  If you must get into the vehicle during refueling, discharge any static electricity by touching metal on the outside of the vehicle, away from the filling point, before removing the nozzle from your vehicle.

· Use only approved portable containers for transporting or storing gasoline.  Never fill a portable container when it is in or on a vehicle -always place the container on the ground first.  Fires caused by static charges have occurred when portable containers were filled in the back of pick-up trucks, particularly those with plastic bed liners. Removing the container will also prevent a dangerous spill of gasoline within the vehicle.  When filling a portable container, make sure the container is in a stable position and keep the nozzle in direct contact with the container.  Fill it only about 95 percent full to leave room for expansion.

· Keep gasoline and other fuels out of children's sight and reach.  Gasoline is highly toxic in addition to being a fire hazard. NEVER allow a child to pump gas.

· Allow the engine on gasoline-powered equipment to cool before refueling.  Spilled fuel and fuel vapors can come into contact with hot engine parts, causing a fire or explosion.

· NEVER use gasoline to light charcoal, a camp fire, or other open-burning material.  You cannot out-run or react quickly enough to escape the fire-ball created by such an act.

· Immediately report any gasoline spills at the NCI-Frederick to Safety at X1451.  Do not attempt to clean up a spill without appropriate training.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact the Environment,

Health & Safety Program at X1451.

Adapted from NFPA's "Safety at Service Stations" Fact Sheet, found at

http://www.nfpa.org/Research/NFPAFactSheets/ServiceStations/SafetyStations.asp
